Must God Go?
order and no other must have developed, a proposi-
tion which is quite incompatible with the theory
that the force has continually been making experi-
ments. We shall appreciate that it is really a poverty
of imagination which supposes that the present
order is the only one which could have come into
existence. Most of us have enough imagination to
realize that there is no limit to the alternative designs
which might have evolved: something quite different
to life or mind or matter might have resulted, so
that we are bound to hold that this creative evolution
has not only a persistence but a freedom hi selecting
one particular result rather than another.
But it is not theism. The force is really God in
the making, a God who is not perfect, who commits
bad mistakes, and who is struggling against immense
odds. The moment we hear that it is struggling
against odds we shall probably see one of the flaws
in this theory. If this force is struggling against odds,
what created the odds? If, as the exponents of this
theory generally explain, it is life struggling against
the dead-weight of matter, what created matter?
Again, if this life-force or creative energy is the First
Cause and was there always, beyond time, why was
it for so long impotent? If it was not always there,
what created it? If it is immanent in the material
universe, and if the material universe is doomed to
extinction, it must also be within time; but in
that case it cannot have existed from eternity.
These are not difficulties which arise because of
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